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HEADLINE EVENT 
Sharp Project Spearheads Sub Regional Progress
In March grant aid of £3m ERDF into The Sharp Project was confirmed. (New East Manchester artist’s impressions of the finished scheme appear below). 
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The former Sharp European Distribution Centre on Thorp Road is being refurbished into a £16.5m complex providing sound stages, offices and production space. New East Manchester will complete the refurbishment during autumn this year. The building is expected to open in the first quarter of 2011 but the first tenants have already been secured.
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Sue Woodward, project director for The Sharp Project, and a Board member of the Commission for the New Economy, said:

“This project will spearhead Manchester’s digital technology development by providing superfast broadband connectivity and a vibrant like minded community under one roof. 
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Manchester’s creative digital businesses need to be able to work globally but affordably. 
The combination of the project’s 6MW power supply and the entirely flexible workspace with easy-in/easy-out lease terms will give SMEs everything they need. 
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The project has always been demand-led and it will deliver its original vision because those taking the decisions have all come from the creative and digital sectors”.

The Sharp Project was featured by BBC Manchester on 9 June: click here for more details.
 

For more information about the Sharp Project, click here.



Other NWOP projects now going live include:

Greengate and Chapel Street
In Central Salford, the Urban Regeneration Company (URC) has already committed over £12 million of ERDF funding to deliver major transformational projects for the City Region. This represents the largest investment of ERDF funds in the region and has enabled the Company to drive forward key projects in 2010/11, most notably Greengate and Chapel Street:

Greengate is a £450m mixed-use scheme re-connecting the cities of Salford and Manchester. Thirteen hectares of underused land and buildings will be transformed into a distinctive urban quarter, a catalyst for a new phase of cross-city regeneration. Grant aid of £1.378m ERDF has been confirmed.

Delivered by Central Salford URC in partnership with Salford City Council, the HCA, NWDA and a number of developers, it includes 116,000sqm commercial space, and will create 5,200 jobs.

£10.8m funding has been secured for the public realm which will create a vibrant visitor destination characterised by green spaces, attractive watersides, pedestrian-friendly walkways – including a new bridge across the River Irwell – public art and iconic architecture.

In the Chapel Street area of Salford, a 17.7ha scheme developed by English Cities Fund in partnership with Central Salford URC was approved by Salford City Council in January 2010. Grant aid of £1.797m ERDF has been confirmed.

Chapel Street will be transformed from a traffic-choked highway to a tree-lined boulevard. The stunning architecture in the area will be celebrated and unused buildings will be brought back to life with new and exciting uses. Over 11,000 jobs and 220,000sqm of commercial space will be created.

Pedestrian friendly streets and public transport improvements will make exploring and passing through the area easy and enjoyable. The Meadows, a staggering piece of green space in the heart of the city will be brought to the fore and re-connected to surrounding areas. 
For more information click here. 
 

Manchester Central
Grant aid of £3.78m ERDF has been confirmed for the third phase of this redevelopment programme, which is now underway. The focus is on the rear of the building and activity will include the addition of new event spaces, and the redevelopment of existing spaces.

This will significantly increase the venue’s range of meeting and banqueting options, and will enable the convention complex to be even more competitive in winning business for the city.

Due for completion in September 2010 this redevelopment programme is continuing to reinforce the venue’s appeal as one of Europe’s major convention and exhibition complexes.
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For more information click here. 
 

Sportcity Public Realm phase 1
Sportcity managers have received planning permission and can start work on the huge redevelopment of land surrounding the City of Manchester Stadium. Grant aid of £2.571m ERDF has been confirmed.

A complex, seven-month programme of works will prepare the land for the regeneration project that is expected to attract in the region of £1bn and include the creation of a world class training facility for the club.

For more information click here. 
 



Innovation
A Major European event comes to Manchester – 6th & 7th December 2010

‘Innovation’ will be the focus of a two-day European conference heading for Manchester Central. It will un-lock the requirements and open the door to projects seeking a share of a €355m European INTERREG Programme.

For more information click here.

For further information about the ERDF Programme in the North West please visit the ERDF North West homepage here.
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