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Foreword
The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) programme in the North West of England is known as the North West Operational Programme (NWOP). This bulletin provides updates on all the latest NWOP activity including news, project spotlights, tips and advice for those who are participating in the Programme. 



Movers and Shakers
Mike Emmerich, chief executive of the Commission for the New Economy, the agency whose purpose is to create economic growth and prosperity for Greater Manchester, has been appointed to the NWOP Local Monitoring Committee (LMC).

Mike will represent the Greater Manchester Local Enterprise Partnership on the LMC. He said: "As a member of the LMC, I will be ensuring that the interests of our Local Enterprise Partnership are represented across Greater Manchester’s ERDF proposals. The key goal is to drive local investment as effectively as possible and to represent Manchester’s private sector through projects which will drive growth in the region.

Likewise, it is important that the regulations set out by ERDF are considered by the LEP prior to submitting proposals, so that we maximise the potential of the opportunities within Manchester."

Mike is a former advisor to the Treasury and the Prime Minister’s policy unit. He was director of the Institute for Political and Economic Governance at the University of Manchester before he joined New Economy.

The LMC guides the investment of ERDF and is chaired by Philip Cox, Director of Local Economies, Regeneration and European programmes at the DCLG. Sir Howard Bernstein, Chief Executive of Manchester City Council, is Deputy Chairman.

Meanwhile, Eddie Smith, Chief Executive of New East Manchester, and Richard Guy, Chief Executive of Manchester Solutions, which delivers Chamber of Commerce and business advisory services for the public sector, have been appointed as Greater Manchester representatives on the North West European Economic Strategy Group, which sits alongside the LMC.



Super Fast Broadband
Following the recent call, outline bids for Broadband projects were submitted by 4 sub regions – Greater Manchester, Lancashire, Cheshire and Cumbria. The Greater Manchester Digital Infrastructure Investment Project is seeking just over £4m ERDF, against total costs of £8,160,000.

The project will provide last mile high speed connectivity to SMEs in local areas where there is market failure because the speed required by those businesses is either not available or can only otherwise be provided by expensive dedicated lease lines

The project will deliver benefit to 5,000 SMEs within the sub region and create 3,000 jobs.

Particular beneficiaries will be those fast growing businesses in the digital and creative sectors who will have access to the supply chain for the BBC and ITV and other media companies based within Media City UK at Salford Quays.

The GM project will be fully in line with the GM Local Broadband Plan which is currently in preparation. This plan will be agreed by BDUK by March 2012 and will secure £990,000 match funding.

In addition, AGMA local authorities will be committing £1,250,000 match funding to this project. Private sector beneficiary businesses will contribute £1,500,000. AGMA / New Economy will provide match revenue funding of £300,000 for technical support.



Football Museum opening soon
The National Football Museum is re-opening in Manchester in early 2012 and is expected to attract over 350,000 visitors per year. It is supported by Manchester City Council and £3.787m ERDF funding. Situated as it is in the city’s landmark Urbis building, the museum now has the opportunity to become an international visitor destination. 
[image: image3.jpg]



More than 140,000 objects, works of art and photographs will make up its unique collection and highlights include a shirt from the world’s first international match, played in 1872; the 1966 World Cup Final ball and the shirt worn by Maradona during the 1986 ‘Hand of God’ quarter final match between England and Argentina. These will all be on permanent display.

The museum will become one of Manchester’s ‘must see’ attractions, with three floors of objects, stories, ‘hands on’ interactives, and a changing temporary exhibition programme which will bring the story of football to life through other mediums such as fashion, art and photography. The museum will also provide a permanent home for its nationally-recognised Hall of Fame, with new legends being inducted in a prestigious awards ceremony every year.

Entrance will be free (with some paid for interactives) helping to ensure that visitors enjoy one of the best days out in the city. 



NWDA assets transferred
Fifty assets in some of the most deprived areas of the North West which were for sale have been transferred to the Homes & Communities Agency (HCA) on the 19th September. Local communities and businesses will be involved in decisions about future development plans. 
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According to the Government’s press release: “This will maximise the long-term benefits to economic growth and regeneration in local areas.”

The Greater Manchester assets include: 
Ancoats Urban Village, Ancoats, Manchester 
Central Park (North Manchester Business Park), Newton Heath, Manchester 
Broadshaw Farm, Broadshaw Lane, Rochdale 
Kingsway Business Park, Rochdale 
Martland Park, Wigan

Proposals for the North West are available here: Google


NWDA AGM 14 October 2011
Although the North West Development Agency is working towards closure in March 2012, it is still active and during 2011 has invested £246m in key economic development projects. In the remainder of the financial year it proposes to invest a further £108m.

The AGM was held on 14 October at Renaissance House. It provided a chance for those attending to hear a review of 2010/11 including NWDA investments; progress on transition to closure and a summary of lessons learned over 12 years. 



Footnote
North West Fund

In our next bulletin we will focus on the six individual funds that comprise the North West Fund.

In the meantime, if you are aware of any businesses that would be interested in in the Fund, which was established to provide debt and equity funding to SME’s in the North West, more detail (including an eligibility tool) is available online at Google
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