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Foreword 

ERDF is known across Europe for engaging with high profile projects. However, it also reaches down to smaller projects at a grass roots level. This reaching down and connection with detail can have both pleasant and unpleasant consequences. As a temporary suspension of all UK ERDF grant is lifted, this issue itself takes a very close look at some GM NWOP activity.



BRUSSELS LIFTS FUNDING FREEZE
The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) says that the European Commission ha informed it that an “interruption” of the current 2007-13 European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) programme has been lifted.

The ERDF programme is worth nearly £3 billion across England over the seven-year spending round. The suspension had been ordered by Brussels “over concerns about how the programme was being managed”, the DCLG’s statement said. The EC had taken the step of lifting the suspension “following further correspondence from the department setting out measures to address previous poor performance management”.



OLDHAM ROAD BRIDGE FACELIFT
Improvement works are almost complete along the Oldham Road approach into Rochdale Town Centre.

The works, which have been part funded by £160,963 ERDF grant aid, were led by Rochdale Development Agency. The Oldham Road Railway Bridge has been re-painted with new lettering and a striking new graphic. [image: image3.jpg]Rochdale




The walls of the bridge have also been painted and new lighting will be installed to make the street safer and more attractive. The paving alongside the bridge has been replaced and more than 300 metres of railings have been cleaned and repainted.

The work complements other environmental improvements that have already been undertaken along the Oldham Road corridor including the demolition of vacant buildings and new landscaping 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT
The Northwest has one of the largest food and drink sectors in the UK, contributing £9.5 billion to the local economy, employing over 450,000 people and providing around 12 per cent of the region’s income.

The Fine Food Awards 2011 took place in June – an event which recognises the best fine foods produced across the region, from cakes, cheeses, and chutneys, to bacon, bread and butter.

The awards saw nearly 400 products entered by 132 companies. The event is organised by Food NW, which manages the region’s Food and Drink Growth Programme with support from the ERDF.

Companies taking part in this year’s awards were able to benefit from a package of support available to small businesses via the ERDF Food and Drink Growth Programme, including skills training, shelf-life testing, new product development, marketing workshops and supply chain solutions.

The winners of the Fine Food Awards 2011 were announced by TV chef Nigel Haworth, crowning The Great North Pie Company in Stockport, as the Awards’ ‘Supreme Champion’ (June 12, 2011). 
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The Great North Pie Company, in Bramhall, Stockport, was named as the Fine Food Awards overall winner and ‘Supreme Champion’ after scooping two Food NW Gold Heart Awards for its Steak and Oxtail Pie made with Old Tom Ale and homemade bramble jelly, and its Cheese and Onion Pie, made with Butler’s Tasty Lancashire Cheese, caramelised white onion and pine nuts.

Williams Butter in Bolton picked up a gold for its Salted Butter, as well as two Food NW Heart Awards for its Chilli, Lime, Coriander & Mint Butter and its Garlic and Herb Butter.



CLAWBACK: PEOPLES HISTORY MUSEUM PENALISED
The vexatious issue of ERDF clawback raised its ugly head again recently – although its occurrence was exaggerated in the media and clawback was wrongly described as a fine.

It is important for ERDF applicants to recognise (a) that grant will be withheld in the event of any identified irregularity and (b) that the level of technical detail relating to the irregularity is often surprising. Absolute compliance with terms and conditions is expected.

PHM had placed the appropriate ERDF logo on a glass plaque in the museum’s main reception space, on their web site and on all printed leaflets. However, £7,233 was withdrawn from its £756,333 grant because the ERDF logo did not also appear on a billboard during construction work.

Cath Birchall, the museum’s deputy director, said: “We were very pleased to receive the grant and we didn’t realise there was going to be an issue. We did not have the grant when the billboard was designed and put up in Feb 08, and the board was due to come down when we were awarded the ERDF grant in July 09”. In fact, the billboard had already been removed when the ERDF asked for photographic evidence.

News of the clawback was revealed by junior local government minister Bob Neill after a parliamentary question was tabled in the Commons.

He said two other organisations in the region had also been docked cash in connection with use of the ERDF logo.



Call for Projects in Action Area 1.2 – providing support for SME’s in Access to Finance
NWDA recently ran a process to identify partners who could take responsibility for a range of business support assets. One of the assets identified was the Access to Finance service.

Manchester Solutions (MS), as chair of the NW Business Support Transition Board, put forward EOIs for a range of regional assets on behalf of the LEPs, including a bid for the Access to Finance service. MS was the only bidder for this service and discussions with the NWDA and Business Link are now progressing well. A call under P2 has been issued to ensure that funding is available to support this process.

In response to the call, MS is working with regional partners to develop an ERDF proposal, designed to be the vehicle for the TUPE transfer of the Access to Finance team (currently part of Business Link) by November. Securing ERDF funding is vital for this but Manchester Solutions would be interested in hearing from other partners who would like to support the service. The contact at MS is Gary Pennington – telephone number 0161 245 4772.

It is worth noting that the Access to Finance team would provide ‘Investment readiness’ support to the Northwest Business Angels (NWBA) service which MS has already been successful in securing.



Priority 4 Projects Discussion – postponed
New Economy will be hosting a session to explore options for Greater Manchester projects under Priority 4. Discussion will focus on existing ideas at Concept stage and the possibility of additional partnership approaches, to take full advantage of funds still within the programme. An important topic of conversation will be match funding and ways of achieving suffiicient levels of match to finance effective GM projects.

This session had been timetabled to take place on 2 September but has now been postponed to allow the current AGMA NWOP project review to complete.
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